The present paper deals with the trend and growth of the members enrolled in Fisheries Cooperative Societies in Tamil Nadu during the years from 2014-2015 to 2017-2018. The study has the following objectives 1. To study the structure of fisheries co-operatives in India.
INTRODUCTION
Fishing is one of the oldest avocations of man, older than even hunting and farming.
In the beginning, man used his bare hands to collect/capture fish and other aquatic animals found on and along the shores of lakes, rivers and seas (M. Vallathan, 2005) . In order to enhance fishermen's economic condition the government introduced a series of measures for their upliftment.
Among them the prime and chief one was the introduction of Co-operative Societies for the welfare of the fishermen community and the development of the fishing industry (Madras Information, 1965) . The government sanctioned of a few Co-operative Inspectors to work under Regional Assistant Directors for the organisation of societies and a Co-operative Sub-Registrar for the head office to coordinate their work (Administrative Report of the Department of Fisheries, 1954).
The objectives of the Fisheries Co-operative Societies are, by providing better marketing facilities and to procures and supply the established needs of the members they assist fishermen (Madras Information, 1965) . Importance of cooperative is well documented for the cause of socioeconomic upliftment of one of the most downtrodden community in India, the fishermen (D'cruz, 1998).
The fisheries cooperative structure in India is broadly three-tiered and it consists of a primary co-operative for a village; a district or regional federation; and a state level cooperative federation (BOBP, 1983) . Establishment of fishery cooperative societies has made impressive progress particularly after introduction of Five Year Plans in 1950-51 (Rao, 1973) .
There had been tremendous growth in formation of different levels of cooperative societies in India. The primary fisheries cooperative societies have a membership of about 1.92 million, which are over 32% of fisher population (Anon, 2006) . Efforts made in formation of large number of societies in fisheries sector have yielded good results in some areas but the overall performance of fishery cooperatives is not encouraging (Prakash, 2000) .
In general, fisheries cooperatives have not reached to desired level due to poor management, lack of skill enhancement mechanism, discouraging production and productivity trends, lack of infrastructure facilities, problematic financing and finance management, and 'poor linkages with concerned organizations (Anon, 2002) .
The primary aim of Fishermen Co-operative Societies are building a sound economy, they have taken different schemes such as, sale of fishery inputs, crafts and gears and canalisation of loans from the government and Co-operative Banks to its members. Recently ISSN: 2277-2995 Vol-8-Issue-8-August-2019 P a g e | 103 some Co-operative Societies are running fair price shops, which also supply consumer goods to their members (Ravi Acharya, 1984) .
The fisheries co-operative structure in India is broadly three-tier and it consists of a primary fishery co-operative for a village, a district or regional federation, and a state level cooperative federation (BOBP, 1983) . Fishery Co-operatives would enable fishermen to develop an institutional structure through which they can avail themselves of financial and technical assistance to increase the catch of fish and gain a bargaining power for securing better price and thus improving their economic conditions (Marine Small Scale Fisheries of Tamil Nadu, 1983). The present paper deals with the trend and growth of the members enrolled in Fisheries Co-operative Societies in Tamil Nadu during the years from 2014-2015 to 2017-2018.
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The study has the following objectives 1. To study the structure of fisheries co-operatives in India.
2. To find out the state-wise division of Primary Fisheries Co-operative Societies in India. 
To understand the number of Primary

METHODOLOGY
The study based on secondary data from 2014 to 2018. The secondary data collected through internet, books, newspaper, journals records and brochures. The tools used for the study were percentage analysis, mean, standard deviation compound growth rate and trend analysis.
STRUCTURE OF FISHERIES CO-OPERATIVES IN INDIA
The structure sustained to develop over the years in multifunctional components. At the primary level there are primary fisheries co-operatives and at district level there are district federations at district/regional level and at national levels. Nowadays there is one national level federation. It is well-known as 'National Federation of Fishermen's Cooperative Ltd.' (FISHCOPFED), New Delhi, 18-State Level Federations and 125-Central (District/ Regional) level federations in the country. Table 1 below presents, state-wise division of Primary Fisheries Co-operative Societies (PFCS) covered under the assessment. Table 3 shows the members enrolled in Primary Fisheries Co-operative Societies in Tamil Nadu during the years from 2014-2015 to 2017-2018. It could observe from Table 3 that there has been a steady growth of the Marine Fishermen Co-operative Societies in Tamil Nadu during 2014-2015 to 2017-2018. The total members enrolled in Marine Fishermen Cooperative Societies are 3, 38, 271 in members at the beginning of the year 2014-2015, and the same rose to 3, 66, 357 in members by the end of 2017-2018.
Similarly, there has been a steady increase of the The trend and growth of the number and members enrolled in Primary Fisheries Cooperative Societies in Tamil Nadu during the years from 2014-2015 to 2017-2018 shown in Table 4 . The value of R 2 indicates that the variations in number enrolled in Primary Fisheries Co-operative Societies (0.653) and member enrolled in Primary Fisheries Co-operative Societies small-scale industries (0.815) explain variations independent variables to the extent of 65 percent and 81 percent respectively.
CONCLUSION
The present study deliberates the role of fishery cooperative societies in growth of marine fishing. It has been concluded from the present study, that there is a great necessity of 
